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Plan B

AiLife i s what happens when you are m
RECENTLY, A SERESof totally unrelated events have conspired to remind me the
no matter how carefully you plan your path, or how sure you are of your direction,
has a way of throwing your road map out the window. During a rain storm. Into a d
filled with crocdiles.

Not all of these recent circumstances have been my own, nor have all of them
affected me directly. But, even when | was not in the metaphorical boxing ring, | fc
myself in a front row seat. And, the clear lesson is this: Flexibility is good.

The RWA National Conference is, for me, a time to catch up with my fellow
writers. One afternoon, | had the opportunity to chat with two friends of mine. Bott
were people | got to know when | was wading my way through my very first
manuscript. When | firghet them, each had just gotten her first contract. Both had
two-book deals with the same major publ
events, these two were always together, laughing and joking about publishedsuth
things. Theyweré r i endl y, but | definitely wa
school geek staring at the cool kids, wishing someone would tell me the secret
handshake.

Then, almost simultaneously, things changed for my two friends. The publishe
dropped thédines for which they were writing. Each writer was working on a sequel
which she had every expectation of selling, sequels which were suddenly without i
home.

Now, a couple of years | ater, they
a thing since she got the bad news from her publisher. She feels this is the fault of
changing markétt he books she | ikes to write
totally wunfair. Sheébdés bitter and ang
dropped out of her local chapter, and is considering leaving RWA entirely.

Writer B, on the other hand, has switched to a totally different genre. She saic
she was, at first, intimidated at the idea of writing something so different than wha
s h e 6 d efdr@ Bug sirlce she had no intention of quitting writing, she decided tc
buy some books in the new genre and see how she felt about them. She was still
uncertain, but gave it a shot. When
old editor andasked her for a referral to an acquiring editor for the new line.

And ended up with a thresook deal.

|l 6ve seen this over and over
about a disastrous per son aldmakediffierant i o
choices. 0 Not to be unsympathetic, b

On the other hand, another friend r:
letter to [the person who disappointed me]. It forced me to open my eyes to new  :
possibilities. o 1

Il n writing, as in |ife, ités a gooc:
your dreams. Having a fAPlan Bo doesn: :

does mean that, occasionally, you have to be willing to tryfereliift route. One way o :

another, youoll get there.
~ Toni
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REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE§
Holiday Inn, North Haven

Critique Group: 9:30
General Meeting: 10:451:15
Craft Corner
Lunch
Speaker 12:45
HandsOn Workshop

(after the speaker)

See page 2 for more details.

3
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

August 2010 1



COMMUNITY

A good time was had by all  at this
years RWA National !

RWAO6s n
member, our

own Doc Jess,
at thesigning.

The beautiful people!
Jen Fusco and Karen Pinco

Dirty joke contest at
who won. Toni, youdre

on her revisions as she waits it
line for a signing!

Kristan at the signing.

Some chick we
picked up in
the bar.

Paula and Rita: a
preview of coming
attractions, when
Paula will win one
of her own. Lovely
gathering after the
awards¢t a n d
Kristants agent
picked up the tab!

RUN Y

Karen, Shaunee & Paula at the

Literacy Signing: $62,00 raised! The odds were 10:1 that Higgins
woul dnét do i
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COMMUNITY

August14té Corri na Lawson: Buil di
Community. This workshogocuses on what kind of communit
might be most suited for your personality, which internet format
might be the best for the size of your communiigw to tend your
community, and how to prepare ahead of time for problems tha
will arise with the success of your community.

Craft Corned The art of the guest blog with guest blogger supre
Susan Hanniford Crowley.

After Lunch Progra@ Everything YouWarted to Know About
Your Charactewith Kristan Higgins. Handsn workshop for
devel oping every aspect of vy
your hero or heroine is an old friend.

Se pt e mb e Details aré still being nailed down, but we hog
to have Thomas C. Hart, B.S., $1.Captain South Windsor Police
service, as our speaker. Tom handles hostage negotiations, an
works with SWAT.Now how cool would that be? Check the
website for updates; wedl | p
it.

:So
:Au
it

CHAPTERNEWSPLEASE NOTE!

Ef fecti ve | rapagingiafonddarewell tohe Four
Points Sheraton in Meriden and relocating toHleéday Inn in
North Haven. Directions are on the websitsww.ctrwa.org The
move was made due to a variety of reasons, which Titini w
doubtlessly cover in her report at the August meeting.

Question of the Month

What have you learned about writing while
working on your latest manuscript?

The book | just turned in, STORM KISSED (Keepers #6, Jun
611), taught me that whil e
careful not to get too caught up in the wheteenwhy-how of
their previous relationship. Thestdryd m t el | i ng
who they aretow* and why t heydre p
*today*. & Jessica Andersen

This last book taught me that the true richness of my charact

can only be found by writing several hundred pages of a first
draft. Alas.d Kristan Higgins

I've been learning is that it's never finished until it's finished.
Perhaps until | get bored with it, which isn't happening just ye

continued on page 8
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: MEMBER NEWS

: Gail Chianeseis plugging away at her first
‘manuscript
: ni c eBol Bogitz sent off a partiald The Wild
: Rose Press and is waiting to hear back. Good Iu
: B o b Ménica Spences waiting to hear back on:
: several full manuscripts that were recently

: requested. She recently attended the Writing ~ :
Popular Fiction program at Seton Hall University:
: and is woking on the novel required for her

: PhD. é APauarSharon,currently at work on a
: new projectfi Wh e n 1
: 100,000 word novel, the revisions seem :
: insurmountable. So | decided that | would plot, d
. all of my character sketches andeah before | :
: dug in. | spent four hours working scene by scer:
:chapter by
iseven
ista

and report ¢

you pants

chapter, ue
c hapt er Soundsflikea gréat
t , RhBralaullareis téking Alexandra :
| of fo6s online cksdanr
t hr ough daefindsi
hel ps her wit Petartr ¢

r
k o
t hor so

. A T hUaistoppabled A n dis gleased to :
: announce that his YA novel, Dream Crafters, ha:
: advanced to the finals of the prestigious Molly

: Awardd is there o
:Good |l uck on
: contract is just a matter of time. And just in case:
fyou
¢ brought home a Rital.

contest our
the resul

h a d rydut intrépiel aewsletter editor

A Girl
No, seriously! They were workin§ure, it may look

Coul d Get U:
l' i ke theydre | ounging

wine on a gorgeous sun
they were lounging and sipping. But also working'
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COMMUNITY
Me mber of

Always willing to share her wiihg experiences and
wisdom, evegenerous and supportive of her chapter
mates, Susan took a few minutes to update us on her
burgeoning career.

Tell us about what you're working on now.

I'm working on a couple of thingd'm about to send a
finished equested mythology romance to Tease Publish
LLC. It's a novella called Poseidon's Catdhre also
started working the rewrite of my grand dragon romance
epic-to be titled. And I'm taking a workshop with The
Fantasy, Futuristic and Paranormal Spdaierest Chapter
of RWA called The Ultimate Packaging for Your Prodiict
Logline, Premise, Query Letter and Synopdis taking
that to improve my written pitches.

What's the next major step you need to take in

your writing?

| need to become betterlausiness and design a business
plan. There are too many things in the business end of
publishing and contracts that I'm weak dralso need to
learn a good promotion plarilearned the hard way that
my blog tour was too much for me to do in too $laotime.
I'm exhausted and sleeping the rest of today.

What have been some of the highs of your
romance writing thus far?

| love being published by Tease Publishing LLUCQove
working with an editor.| love being in CTRWA.

What are some good booksy ou've read lately?
Dead and Gone by Charlaine Harrigs part of the Sookie
Stackhouse series. You know me. | love paranormal.
Anyone who adores Vampire Eric in "True Blood" will
love this book.He's a real yum whether on tv or on the

page!

Favorite authors and why?

A.C. Masonis a new urban fantasy author with heavy
romantic elementsl love her work. It's always riveting
and surprising.Charlaine Harris with her Sookie
Stackhouse seriesshe really knows how to work the
action in her books.
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t htbke piMidicnSudare Hanniford Crowley

Favorite Connecticut restaurant?
Japanica in Middletownl love getting a sushi lunch there.

If you could cast your current hero or heraoine,
who'd get the call?

Hmm, that's toughMy current hero is PoseiderKeanu
ReevesFor my vampire hero Davi@ho is the most popar
among fans-Orlando BloomAs for my current heroine(s)
think they should pick an unknown off the street.

A frenzy of faces and almost nude dancing

bodies filled theirview. 6 Cancun i s hay
b a c ¢c h an ®dséldon stared wide -eyed at the

wet , barely clad beauties.

Apollo drool led. 6 Thi s Pasa,@ickthisone. | 6
go with you.o

The view kept changing.  In a sea of faces,
Poseidon saw one small delicate face. Then she
was gone, lost in an ocean of sprawling,

celebrating, feasting humanity.

FromP o s e i d o rbySusaGanniford Rowley
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COMMUNITY
Wine, Whine, Wonderment & Work

How a successful critique group came into being, how it works and why these three CTRWA

me mber s

by Shaunee Cole, Kel Morse and Karen Pinco

THE THREE MUSKETEERS. The League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen. The dMen. Hellboy and his entourage. The '80
Winter Olympic Hockey team. What do all of these have in
common? Why yes, they are superheroes who get to weat
fabulous outfits, but they also tell each other wtiney suck
and pat each other on the ass when they don't. They are, i
sense, critique partners.

We've have been asked why ours works so well. Besid
drinking copious amounts of wine, there are a few steps w
need to be followed.

Step Oné Formation

This is a misnomer. Like all step s@klp groups, Step
One is not joining a group. Step One is actually knowing, €
admitting, that you need help. We all need help, it's what k
of help we need and where we get it that makes all the
difference.

Keld Due to brain leakage and a touch of ADD, | really
can't remember how | hooked up with Shaunee and Kpinc.
remember someoneéit's vagu
who suggested | work with them and not some disembodie
voice rambling through my thoughtSo we emailed, picked
a day and met.

Karend Shaunee and | were at the CTRWA meeting
when we all talked about where we were in our writing (da
say) career. Shaunee and | figured out we needed a crit gr
| liked her writing, she liked mine. Shauraeggested adding
Kelly 8 same stage, good writing, and fun.

Shaune@ Well, it was possibly fall, definitely a Saturda
because | was at a CTRWA meeting. Possibly it was sunn
outside. Next thing | know, Karen and | were in the parking
l ot and wmesdodecrmitzKdl and méetup the
following week. There is a key factor which is essential to :
successful crit group. Okay, | lied, there are several factor
but the most important are chemistry and ability.

Keld It's bizarre when you look at us. You leaa single
Jamaican American graphic designer who writes Urban
Fantasy. A mother of two with a Ph.D. in Biology currently
on hiatus from her university job who writes turn of the
century American romance, and then there's me. Married,
kids, three jobs Wo writes romantic comedy, women's fictio
and historicals. We do more asking and prompting than ac
nitpicking, as the asking and prompting makes us nitpick
ourselves. Our differences makes each session enjoyable
we're not reading something so$¢ to what we ourselves
wrote. We're close enough in literary ability that it's more o
an equal playing ground rather than a learme situation.

Karend Proximity was a factor. We started on neutral
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canot do without

it

territory (Starbucks) then as we gelled, our meetinggaa
to my house and Kel ds hou
work gets me out of my own head and | always learn
something from working on their stories that | can apply
my own. Shaunee has an amazing flow and artistry with
words t hat b alivenkglsvhips eut snappyo
lines that make me laugh out loud.

Shauneé& Our proximity is certainly convenient, but |
was really intent on moving my writing career to the nexi
level. | wanted to gain skill, but it was equally important t
me that | conscialy devote as much time to writing as |
did to any day job. This is what | wanted to do for a
livingd what Iwantto do. Kel and Karen are right there
with me-This kind of commitment is an essential
component of our chemistsycome hell or high water, we
meet and we work whether that be pushing someone (m
through a major block or suggesting new plot twists. Wh
we get together we make something happen.

continued next page

Gerard Butler Grammar Quiz
Affectvs. Effect
Which of the following is correct?

A) The affect that Gerard Butler has on women and gay
men is undeniable.

B) | was deeply
effeced by the way
Gerard tore off his
shirt.

C)The effect of
kiss was that | slipped
him some Rohypnol
and dragged him off
to Vegas for a quicky
wedding.

Ger ar dos

The answer is, of course,

C. Effectis a noun, as in

fcause aAffdctef fect. o
isaveb.Ger ardodés smoky

blue eyes affect us chicks. The effect of those eyes is
devastatingTrue! So true!

Issue 08 August 2010 5



