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Presidentõs Letter 
 

 Plan B 

 

ñLife is what happens when you are making other plans.ò 

 

RECENTLY, A SERIES of totally unrelated events have conspired to remind me that, 

no matter how carefully you plan your path, or how sure you are of your direction, life 

has a way of throwing your road map out the window. During a rain storm. Into a ditch 

filled with crocodiles. 

Not all of these recent circumstances have been my own, nor have all of them 

affected me directly.  But, even when I was not in the metaphorical boxing ring, I found 

myself in a front row seat.  And, the clear lesson is this: Flexibility is good. 

The RWA National Conference is, for me, a time to catch up with my fellow 

writers.  One afternoon, I had the opportunity to chat with two friends of mine. Both 

were people I got to know when I was wading my way through my very first 

manuscript.  When I first met them, each had just gotten her first contract.  Both had 

two-book deals with the same major publisher, for two different lines.  At early writersô 

events, these two were always together, laughing and joking about published author-ish 

things. They were friendly, but I definitely wasnôt in their club. I felt like a junior high 

school geek staring at the cool kids, wishing someone would tell me the secret 

handshake. 

Then, almost simultaneously, things changed for my two friends. The publisher 

dropped the lines for which they were writing. Each writer was working on a sequel 

which she had every expectation of selling, sequels which were suddenly without a 

home. 

Now, a couple of years later, they are in very different places.  Writer A hasnôt sold 

a thing since she got the bad news from her publisher. She feels this is the fault of the 

changing marketðthe books she likes to write just arenôt selling anymore, which is 

totally unfair. Sheôs bitter and angry and, she admitted, not really writing now. Sheôs 

dropped out of her local chapter, and is considering leaving RWA entirely. 

Writer B, on the other hand, has switched to a totally different genre.  She said that 

she was, at first, intimidated at the idea of writing something so different than what 

sheôd done before. But, since she had no intention of quitting writing, she decided to 

buy some books in the new genre and see how she felt about them. She was still 

uncertain, but gave it a shot. When sheôd written her new manuscript, she contacted her 

old editor and asked her for a referral to an acquiring editor for the new line. 

And ended up with a three-book deal.   

Iôve seen this over and over recently. One friend, when asked what he wanted to do 

about a disastrous personal situation, replied, ñGo back in time and make different 

choices.ò Not to be unsympathetic, but Iôm pretty sure that ship has sailed. 

On the other hand, another friend recently told me, ñI ought to write a thank you 

letter to [the person who disappointed me]. It forced me to open my eyes to new 

possibilities.ò 

In writing, as in life, itôs a good idea to be flexible. This doesnôt mean giving up on 

your dreams. Having a ñPlan Bò doesnôt have to mean choosing a new destination, but it 
does mean that, occasionally, you have to be willing to try a different route.  One way or 

another, youôll get there. 

  

~ Toni 

 NEXT MEETING:  

August 14 th 

 

Building an Online 

Community  
 

See page 2 for detail s. 

 

  

REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE 

Holiday Inn, North Haven  
   

Critique Group: 9:30 

General Meeting: 10:45-11:15 

Craft Corner 

Lunch  

Speaker 12:45 

Hands-On Workshop 

(after the speaker) 

 

See page 2 for more details. 
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COMMUNITY 

A good time was had by all  at this 

years RWA National ! 

Showing the love! Barb and Shaunee, Barb and Gail.  

RWAôs nicest 

member, our 

own Doc Jess, 

at the signing. 

The beautiful people!  

Jen Fusco and Karen Pinco 

Higgins in Jumbotronéeep! 

Why, yes, Shaunee IS working 

on her revisions as she waits in 

line for a signing! 

Dirty joke contest at chapter dinner. Itôs pretty clear 

who won. Toni, youôre filthy, and we love it!  

Some chick we 

picked up in 

the bar.  

Kristan at the signing. 

The happiest of moments. 

Karen, Shaunee & Paula at the 

Literacy Signing: $62,000 raised! The odds were 10:1 that Higgins 

wouldnôt do ité 

Paula and Rita: a 

preview of coming 

attractions, when 

Paula will win one 

of her own. Lovely 

gathering after the 

awards éand 

Kristanôs agent 

picked up the tab!  
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MEMBER NEWS 
Gail Chianese is plugging away at her first 

manuscript and reports itôs coming along 

nicely.éBob Bonitz sent off a partial to The Wild 

Rose Press and is waiting to hear back. Good luck, 

Bob!éMonica Spence is waiting to hear back on 

several full manuscripts that were recently 

requested. She recently attended the Writing 

Popular Fiction program at Seton Hall University 

and is working on the novel required for her 

PhD.éFrom Paula Sharon, currently at work on a 

new project: ñWhen you pants your way through a 

100,000 word novel, the revisions seem 

insurmountable. So I decided that I would plot, do 

all of my character sketches and research before I 

dug in. I spent four hours working scene by scene, 

chapter by chapter, until Iôd plotted out thirty 

seven chapters of a YA novel.ò Sounds like a great 

start, Paula!éRhonda Lane is taking  Alexandra 

Sokoloffôs online course ñScreenwriting Tricks for 

Authorsò through Celtic Hearts Romance and finds 

it helps her with structuring her novel.éPeter 

ñThe Unstoppableò Andrews is pleased to 

announce that his YA novel, Dream Crafters, has 

advanced to the finals of the prestigious Molly 

Awardðis there no contest our guy canôt win? 

Good luck on the results, Pete! Weôre sure a 

contract is just a matter of time. And just in case 

you hadnôt heard, your intrepid newsletter editor 

brought home a Rita. J  

 

CALENDAR 
 

August 14 théCorrina Lawson: Building an Online 
Community.  This workshop focuses on what kind of community 

might be most suited for your personality, which internet format 

might be the best for the size of your community, how to tend your 

community, and how to prepare ahead of time for problems that 

will arise with the success of your community. 

 

Craft CornerðThe art of the guest blog with guest blogger supreme 

Susan Hanniford Crowley.  

 

After Lunch ProgramðEvery thing You Wanted to Know About 

Your Character with Kristan Higgins. Hands-on workshop for 

developing every aspect of your characterôs life so that readers feel 

your hero or heroine is an old friend.   

 

September 11éDetails are still being nailed down, but we hope 

to have Thomas C. Hart, B.S., M.S.  Captain South Windsor Police 

service, as our speaker. Tom handles hostage negotiations, and 

works with SWAT. Now how cool would that be? Check the 

website for updates; weôll post the information as soon as we have 

it. 

 

COMMUNITY 

A Girl Could Get Used to Thisé 

No, seriously! They were working! Sure, it may look 

like theyôre lounging around on Joyôs boat, sipping 

wine on a gorgeous summer day, butéwell, okay, 

they were lounging and sipping. But also working! 

CHAPTER NEWSéPLEASE NOTE! 

 
Effective immediately, weôre saying a fond farewell to the Four 

Points Sheraton in Meriden and relocating to the Holiday Inn in 

North Haven. Directions are on the website, www.ctrwa.org. The 

move was made due to a variety of reasons, which Toni will 

doubtlessly cover in her report at the August meeting. 

Question of the Month  
 

What have you learned about writing while 

working on your latest manuscript?  
 

The book I just turned in, STORM KISSED (Keepers #6, June 

ô11), taught me that while reunion romances rock, I need to be 

careful not to get too caught up in the where-when-why-how of 

their previous relationship. The story Iôm telling is the one about 

who they are *now* and why theyôre perfect for each other 

* today*. ðJessica Andersen 

 

This last book taught me that the true richness of my characters 

can only be found by writing several hundred pages of a first 

draft. Alas. ðKristan Higgins 

 

I've been learning is that it's never finished until it's finished. 

Perhaps until I get bored with it, which isn't happening just yet;  

 

continued on page 8 

http://www.ctrwa.org/
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Always willing to share her writing experiences and 

wisdom, ever-generous and supportive of her chapter 

mates, Susan took a few minutes to update us on her 

burgeoning career.  

 

Tell us about what you're working on now.    
I'm working on a couple of things.  I'm about to send a 

finished requested mythology romance to Tease Publishing 

LLC.  It's a novella called Poseidon's Catch.  I've also 

started working the rewrite of my grand dragon romance 

epic--to be titled.  And I'm taking a workshop with The 

Fantasy, Futuristic and Paranormal Special Interest Chapter 

of RWA called The Ultimate Packaging for Your Product ï 

Logline, Premise, Query Letter and Synopsis.  I'm taking 

that to improve my written pitches. 

  

What's the next major step you need to take in 

your writing?  
I need to become better at business and design a business 

plan.  There are too many things in the business end of 

publishing and contracts that I'm weak on.  I also need to 

learn a good promotion plan.  I learned the hard way that 

my blog tour was too much for me to do in too short a time. 

I'm exhausted and sleeping the rest of today. 

 What have been some of the highs of your 

romance writing thus far?  
I love being published by Tease Publishing LLC.  I love 

working with an editor.  I love being in CTRWA. 

  

What are some good books y ou've read lately?  
Dead and Gone by Charlaine Harris.  It's part of the Sookie 

Stackhouse series. You know me. I love paranormal.  

Anyone who adores Vampire Eric in "True Blood" will 

love this book.  He's a real yum whether on tv or on the 

page! 

  

Favorite  authors and why?  
A.C. Mason is a new urban fantasy author with heavy 

romantic elements.  I love her work.  It's always riveting 

and surprising.  Charlaine Harris with her Sookie 

Stackhouse series.  She really knows how to work the 

action in her books.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Favorite Connecticut restaurant?  
Japanica in Middletown.  I love getting a sushi lunch there.   

If you could cast your current hero or heroine, 

who'd get the call?  
 

Hmm, that's tough.  My current hero is Poseidon --Keanu 

Reeves. For my vampire hero David who is the most popular 

among fans --Orlando Bloom. As for my current heroine(s)--I 

think they should pick an unknown off the street. 

Member of the Monthéthe prolific Susan Hanniford Crowley  

 

A frenzy of faces and almost nude dancing 

bodies filled their view.   òCancun is having a 

bacchanal?ó  Poseidon stared wide -eyed at the 

wet , barely clad beauties.    

 

Apollo drool led.   òThis one.  Posei, pick this one.   Iõll 

go with you.ó 

 

The view kept changing.   In a sea of faces, 

Poseidon saw one small delicate face.   Then she 

was gone, lost in an ocean of sprawling, 

celebrating, feasting humanity.  
 

From Poseidonôs Catch by Susan Hanniford Rowley 

COMMUNITY 
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COMMUNITY 

Gerard Butler Grammar Quiz  
 

Affect vs. Effect 

 

Which of the following is correct? 

 

A) The affect that Gerard Butler has on women and gay 

men is undeniable. 

B) I was deeply  

effected by the way  

Gerard tore off his  

shirt. 

C) The effect of Gerardôs  

kiss was that I slipped  

him some Rohypnol  

and dragged him off  

to Vegas for a quicky  

wedding. 

 

The answer is, of course,  

C. Effect is a noun, as in  

ñcause and effect.ò Affect  

is a verb. Gerardôs smoky  

blue eyes affect us chicks. The effect of those eyes is 

devastating. True! So true!  

THE THREE MUSKETEERS. The League of Extraordinary 

Gentlemen. The X-Men. Hellboy and his entourage. The '80 

Winter Olympic Hockey team. What do all of these have in 

common? Why yes, they are superheroes who get to wear 

fabulous outfits, but they also tell each other when they suck 

and pat each other on the ass when they don't. They are, in a 

sense, critique partners. 

We've have been asked why ours works so well. Besides 

drinking copious amounts of wine, there are a few steps which 

need to be followed. 

 

Step OneðFormation 

This is a misnomer. Like all step self-help groups, Step 

One is not joining a group. Step One is actually knowing, and 

admitting, that you need help. We all need help, it's what kind 

of help we need and where we get it that makes all the 

difference. 

Kelð Due to brain leakage and a touch of ADD, I really 

can't remember how I hooked up with Shaunee and Kpinc. I 

remember someoneéit's vague, but it definitely was a person 

who suggested I work with them and not some disembodied 

voice rambling through my thoughts. So we e-mailed, picked 

a day and met.  

KarenðShaunee and I were at the CTRWA meeting 

when we all talked about where we were in our writing (dare I 

say) career. Shaunee and I figured out we needed a crit group. 

I liked her writing, she liked mine. Shaunee suggested adding 

Kelly ð same stage, good writing, and fun. 

ShauneeðWell, it was possibly fall, definitely a Saturday 

because I was at a CTRWA meeting. Possibly it was sunny 

outside. Next thing I know, Karen and I were in the parking 

lot and weôd made plans to recruit Kel and meet up the 

following week. There is a key factor which is essential to a 

successful crit group. Okay, I lied, there are several factors, 

but the most important are chemistry and ability. 

Kelð It's bizarre when you look at us. You have a single 

Jamaican American graphic designer who writes Urban 

Fantasy. A mother of two with a Ph.D. in Biology currently 

on hiatus from her university job who writes turn of the 

century American romance, and then there's me. Married, no 

kids, three jobs who writes romantic comedy, women's fiction 

and historicals. We do more asking and prompting than actual 

nitpicking, as the asking and prompting makes us nitpick 

ourselves. Our differences makes each session enjoyable since 

we're not reading something so close to what we ourselves 

wrote. We're close enough in literary ability that it's more of 

an equal playing ground rather than a lean-on-me situation. 

KarenðProximity was a factor. We started on neutral 

territory (Starbucks) then as we gelled, our meetings moved 

to my house and Kelôs house. Critting Shaunee and Kelôs 

work gets me out of my own head and I always learn 

something from working on their stories that I can apply to 

my own. Shaunee has an amazing flow and artistry with 

words that brings her óworldô alive, Kel whips out snappy 

lines that make me laugh out loud.  

ShauneeðOur proximity is certainly convenient, but I 

was really intent on moving my writing career to the next 

level. I wanted to gain skill, but it was equally important to 

me that I consciously devote as much time to writing as I 

did to any day job. This is what I wanted to do for a 

livingðwhat I want to do. Kel and Karen are right there 

with me. This kind of commitment is an essential 

component of our chemistryðcome hell or high water, we 

meet and we work whether that be pushing someone (me) 

through a major block or suggesting new plot twists. When 

we get together we make something happen. 

 

continued next page 

 

Wine, Whine, Wonderment & Work  
How a successful critique group came into being, how it works and why these three CTRWA 

members canõt do without it. 

 

by Shaunee Cole, Kel Morse and Karen Pinco  


